
All make the sign of the cross as the leader 
says:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All reply: Who made heaven and earth. 

Leader: Listen to the words of the prophet 
Isaiah: 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; Upon those who dwelt in the land of 
gloom a light has shone. You have brought them 
abundant joy and great rejoicing, As they rejoice 
before you as at the harvest, as men make 
merry when dividing spoils. For a child is born 
to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder 
dominion rests. They name him Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of 
Peace. His dominion is vast and forever 
peaceful, From David's throne, and over his 
kingdom, which he confirms and sustains By 
judgment and justice, both now and forever. 

The Leader says the prayer with hands joined. 
Lord God, your Church joyfully awaits the 
coming of its Savior, who enlightens our hearts 
and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. 
Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light 
the candles of this wreath; may their light 
reflect the splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for 
ever and ever. 

R. Amen. 

Prayer Source: adapted from the Book of Blessings by Prepared by International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy A Joint Commission of Catholic Bishops' 
Conferences, The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota, 1989
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Weekly Advent Wreath Prayers 
First Week: Hope (Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44) 
God of hope, we light this candle as we prepare for the coming of your Son. Awaken our 
hearts to you this Advent season, so that when Christ arrives, we are ready to receive him 
with all our hearts, all our minds, and all our strength. Amen. (Light one purple candle.) 

Second Week: Peace (Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12) 
God of peace, during this Advent season, keep us from getting caught up in the busyness 
and chaos of the world around us. Help us to slow down, so that we may find rest in the 
Prince of Peace, your son, Jesus Christ. As we prepare for his coming, make us 
instruments of your peace in our homes, in our schools, in our work and in our world. 
Amen. (Light two purple candles). 

Third Week: Joy (Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11) 
God of joy, it is in your love that we find lasting joy. Keep us from seeking happiness in 
things that will not last, for we brought nothing into this world and can take nothing out 
of it. Teach us instead to find joy in the gift of your Son, who came into this world with 
nothing, yet gave us everything. May his joy bubble up in our hearts and overflow to all 
we meet this Advent season. Amen. (Light two purple and one pink candle.) 

Fourth Week: Love (Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25) 
God of love, you sent your Son, Jesus, to shine bright like the sun, lighting the way for all 
who walk in darkness. May the light of Christ’s hope, peace, joy and love shine bright in 
us as we approach his coming, that we may be ready to welcome him on Christmas day 
and every day. Amen. (Light all four candles.) 


