
Catholicism Series 
Outline of Video for class # 6 

Why Evil and a Good God. 
 
 
1. The Provident Creator 

a. God is the creator of all things out of nothing. 
i. Differed from the creation stories of other religions that saw the gods 

as imposing its will on creation or violently, like war, created the world 
ii. Creation was a nonviolent act of love 

b. Creation continues to happen 
c. Interconnectedness of all things 

i. Others are my ontological sibling 
ii. St. Francis, Brother Son, Sister Moon 

d. Provident – God orders all things sweetly – not absent in creation 
i. There is an unfinished quality to the world 
ii. God spoke and it was made 
iii. God works indirectly in the world, the way Jesus taught of nonviolence 
iv. Doctrine of Creation, Doctrine of Providence, Moral teachings of Jesus 

all go together 
2. The Problem of Evil 

a. How can there be so much evil in the world? 
i. If God is all knowing, all powerful and all kind, there should be no evil 
ii. God is called the infinite Good, there can be no evil 

b. How can you explain what happened at the evil of consecration camps 
i. All answers will be inadequate, but we can say something 

c. Evil is the privation of God. 
i. God did not create evil  
ii. Evil is not a force in opposition to God 

d. Why does God permit evil? 
i. To bring about a greater good 
ii. Some good would never have come about in another way 
iii. Growth comes through pain 
iv. BUT – the great evil of concentration camps, this falls short 

3. The Book of Job 
a. Job loses everything  
b. His friends say that Job must have done something to offend God and there 

must be some sin 
c. He calls God and challenges him to explain his suffering 
d. God responds (Chapter 38). Where were you when all was created?  How 

can challenge me when you cannot do anything to create. 
4. God is an artist 

a. His canvas is creation of all time and place 
b. We could not even begin to see his plan 
c. We see only something in very, very limited view like up-close in a painting 
d. Step back and see the entire picture 



e. We only see only our small space and time 
5. William James story of Library and Dog. 

a. The dog cannot not understand the books and pages 
b. We are like that in that though we see things, we understand very little and 

we could not begin to understand 
c. Still does not give us an adequate answer 

6. The Crucifixion of Jesus 
a. Total darkness met the love of God 
b. God when to the limit of God-forsakenness  
c. Made death a place of hope 

7. The Trinity 
a. In his unity he is a community of love 
b. The Trinity comes from the Father in that Jesus said that he was sent AND he 

spoke and acted in the very person of God 
c. Jesus promised that he would send a spirit who would lead the church in the 

fulness of truth.  Pentecost.   
d. The Jews were trained in there is only ONE God but that God revealed 

something new in Jesus and the Spirit 
e. St. John – God IS Love, not has love but is the name of God. 

i. Father – lover  
ii. Son – loved 
iii. Holy Spirit – Love itself 

f. How to reconcile the One God and the teaching of Jesus 
i. Augustine – De Trinitatae 
ii. Human Beings have intellect, which is a mirror of the Trinity 

1. Mind, Father 
2. Self-knowledge, The Son,  
3. Self-love, Holy Spirit 

iii. God is one but subsist in a play of relationships. 
1. When we say, What was I thinking?  What was I doing? 
2. Pose yourself to yourself,  being both the subject and object 

iv. Know yourself and love yourself but not three things but dynamics, 
movements,   

8. As soon as you understand, you do not have it.   
a. If you got a clear concept, drop it, you do not have 
b. God remains a mystery that cannot be understood 

9. We question:  The question after being 
a. Not into this or that but into the meaning of it all 
b. What is this all about? 
c. The Christian answer is LOVE - Love is what God is. 


