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Course on Wednesday Nights. 
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Understanding of who Jesus and how he differs from other 
religious leaders.  Not just a nice guy or a teacher, 
but the Son of God

Beatitudes, Loves Enemies, Prodigal Son, Final Judgment, Metanoia
God as the ground of all being and being itself
Evil in the world
The Role of Mary



Saints Peter’s and Paul’s role in the Christian faith

Saint Peter – Stories in Scripture to present a picture
Saint Peter as the archetype of the Christian
Saint Peter as the definitive witness to the resurrection

Saint Paul – quick summary of his background 



From Galilee  area
Peter was a fisherman
Little formal education
Small businessman, not rich 
and not poor
Spoke native Aramaic 



From Tarsus, Jewish diaspora
Very well educated
Very cultured in Judaism
Studied in Jerusalem at the 
foot of Gamaliel
Philosophy, 
Hebrew, Greek, 
Intellectual   



What they had in 
common is their love 

for Jesus Christ

Both were martyrs

Peter was crucified
Paul was beheaded

Died in Rome



• a very typical example of a certain person or thing.
• an original that has been imitated.
• a recurrent symbol or motif in literature, art, or mythology.

Similar:  original, pattern, model, standard, exemplar, ideal



Peter is the archetype of the 
order, office, unity of the Church.

Head and spokesman for the 
Church.

Paul represents theology and 
evangelization

Sought faith seeking 
understanding

Took on the culture in dialogue

Leadership
Office

Integrity
Form 

Structure

Mission
Theology

Evangelization
Energetic



What would a 
church 

without Peter 
look like?

FORMAL

What would a 
church 

without Paul 
look like?

DYNAMIC





The principal divisions of the Acts of the Apostles are the following:

I.The Preparation for the Christian Mission (1:1–2:13)

PETER IS CENTRAL
I.The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14–8:3)
II.The Mission in Judea and Samaria (8:4–9:43) 

PAUL IS CENTRAL
I.The Inauguration of the Gentile Mission (10:1–15:35) 
II.The Mission of Paul to the Ends of the Earth (15:36–28:31)

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/8?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/8?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/9?43
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/15?35
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/15?36
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/28?31


The Council of Jerusalem. (Galatians 2:1-14)

Then after fourteen years I again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
Titus along also. I went up in accord with a revelation, and I presented to 
them the gospel that I preach to the Gentiles—but privately to those of 
repute—so that I might not be running, or have run, in vain.

Moreover, not even Titus, who was with me, although he was a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised but because of the false brother secretly 
brought in, who slipped in to spy on our freedom that we have in Christ 
Jesus, that they might enslave us— to them we did not submit even for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain intact for you.



The Council of Jerusalem Cont.
But from those who were reputed to be important (what they once were 
makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those of repute made 
me add nothing. On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted 
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter to the circumcised for the 
one who worked in Peter for an apostolate to the circumcised worked also in 
me for the Gentiles, and when they recognized the grace bestowed upon me, 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave me and 
Barnabas their right hands in partnership, that we should go to the Gentiles 
and they to the circumcised. Only, we were to be mindful of the poor, which 
is the very thing I was eager to do.



Calling of Peter 
Jesus calls Peter by making him put out into deep water for 

a catch 
Transfiguration 
Storm at Sea 
1. At the courtyard at Jesus Trial he denied him three 

times
2. Resurrection 



552 Simon Peter holds the first place in the college of the 
Twelve; Jesus entrusted a unique mission to him. 

Through a revelation from the Father, Peter had confessed: 
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Our Lord then 
declared to him: "You are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my Church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it. Christ, the "living Stone", thus assures his Church, built on 
Peter, of victory over the powers of death. Because of the 
faith he confessed Peter will remain the unshakable rock of 
the Church. His mission will be to keep this faith from every 
lapse and to strengthen his brothers in it.



553 Jesus entrusted a specific authority to Peter: "I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

The "power of the keys" designates authority to govern the 
house of God, which is the Church. Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, confirmed this mandate after his Resurrection: 
"Feed my sheep."



553 CONT

The power to "bind and loose" connotes the authority to 
absolve sins, to pronounce doctrinal judgments, and to make 
disciplinary decisions in the Church. 

Jesus entrusted this authority to the Church through the 
ministry of the apostles and in particular through the ministry 
of Peter, the only one to whom he specifically entrusted the 
keys of the kingdom.



266 Popes 

Only 6 
spots 
left









Three 
orders in 
Holy 
Orders



The Bishop of Rome has special place 
among bishops with universal authority.
His primary role is to keep unity in the Church

Bishop of 
Rome



889 In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the 
faith handed on by the apostles, Christ who is the Truth 
willed to confer on her a share in his own infallibility. By a 
"supernatural sense of faith" the People of God, under 
the guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, 
"unfailingly adheres to this faith."



890 … Thus, the pastoral duty of the 
Magisterium is aimed at seeing to it that 
the People of God abides in the truth that 
liberates. To fulfill this service, Christ 
endowed the Church's shepherds with the 
charism of infallibility in matters of faith 
and morals. 



891 "The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, 
enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his office, when, as 
supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful - who 
confirms his brethren in the faith he proclaims by a 
definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals. . . . 
The infallibility promised to the Church is also present in 
the body of bishops when, together with Peter's 
successor, they exercise the supreme Magisterium," 
above all in an Ecumenical Council.



892 Divine assistance is also given to the successors of the apostles, 
teaching in communion with the successor of Peter, and, in a 
particular way, to the bishop of Rome, pastor of the whole Church, 
when, without arriving at an infallible definition and without 
pronouncing in a "definitive manner," they propose in the exercise of 
the ordinary Magisterium a teaching that leads to better 
understanding of Revelation in matters of faith and morals. To this 
ordinary teaching the faithful "are to adhere to it with religious 
assent"422 which, though distinct from the assent of faith, is 
nonetheless an extension of it.



Cyprian of Carthage, writing about 256, asked, 
“Would the heretics dare to come to the very seat of 
Peter whence apostolic faith is derived and whither 
no errors can come?” (Letters 59 [55], 14). 

In the fifth century, Augustine captured the ancient 
attitude, “Rome has spoken; the case is concluded” 
(Sermons 131, 10).

IN the History of the Church



Thus the Church cannot teach heresy, 
meaning that anything it solemnly 
defines for the faithful to believe is true.

often confuse the pope’s gift of ‘infallibility’ with 
‘impeccability’. They think the Catholic Church is 
claiming her Popes are sinless or that the Pope is 
claiming inspiration from God for every pronouncement 
he makes. This is not the case. In fact, infallibility is 
attached to his office, not his person.



(1) The pronouncement must be made by 
the lawful successor to Peter. 

(2) The subject matter must be in the area 
of faith and morals. 

(3) The pope must be speaking ex 
cathedra, that is from the very seat and 
office of Peter.


