
Summer
Course on Wednesday Nights. 

6:30-7:30 PM
Stay tuned

















Christianity claims Jesus is God, which is unique in religions
He is not just a great teacher or a nice guy but the Messiah
Come to some understand of the relationship with Jesus to the world
Jesus’ teachings

Beatitudes, Loves Enemies, Prodigal Son, Final Judgment, Metanoia
God as I AM, importance of right belief and language is limited
Answering the question of evil takes the entire faith tradition and

leaves us standing before the great mystery of creation.



• Mary as the New Israel
• Mary and Eve contrast
• Mary and Zion – bridge of the Old Testament 

and New Testament
• Controversy on Mary as the Mother of God
• The Immaculate Conception rightly understood



487 What the Catholic faith believes about 
Mary is based on what it believes about 
Christ, and what it teaches about Mary 
illumines in turn its faith in Christ.



The Church formulated its teachings 
after Christ’s Ascension through 
Ecumenical Councils with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.

A council is a solemn congregation of the Catholic 
bishops of the world at the invitation of the Pope to 
decide on matters of the Church with him





Council of Jerusalem.
1* Some who had come down from Judea were instructing the brothers, “Unless 
you are circumcised according to the Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved.”*
2Because there arose no little dissension and debate by Paul and Barnabas with 
them, it was decided that Paul, Barnabas, and some of the others should go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and presbyters about this question.
3They were sent on their journey by the church, and passed through Phoenicia 
and Samaria telling of the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all 
the brothers.
4When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church, as well as 
by the apostles and the presbyters, and they reported what God had done with 
them.
5But some from the party of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up 
and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and direct them to observe the 
Mosaic law.”
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6* The apostles and the presbyters met together to see about this matter.
7* After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to them, “My 
brothers, you are well aware that from early days God made his choice among you 
that through my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and 
believe.c
8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by granting them the holy Spirit 
just as he did us.d
9He made no distinction between us and them, for by faith he purified their 
hearts.e
10Why, then, are you now putting God to the test by placing on the shoulders of 
the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?f
11On the contrary, we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus,g in the same way as they.”*
12The whole assembly fell silent, and they listened while Paul and Barnabas 
described the signs and wonders God had worked among the Gentiles through 
them.
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19It is my judgment, therefore, that we ought to stop 
troubling the Gentiles who turn to God,
20but tell them by letter to avoid pollution from idols, 
unlawful marriage, the meat of strangled animals, and 
blood.j

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/15




Gnosticism (1st and 2nd Centuries)
“Matter is evil!” This idea was borrowed from certain Greek philosophers. It 
denies the Incarnation. If matter is evil, then Jesus Christ could not be true 
God and true man, for Christ is in no way evil. Thus many Gnostics denied 
the Incarnation, claiming that Christ only appeared to be a man. 

Montanism (Late 2nd Century)
Montanus emphasized the continuance of miraculous gifts, such as 
speaking in tongues and prophecy. However, he also claimed that his 
teachings were above those of the Church, 

Sabellianism (Early 3rd Century)
The Sabellianists taught that Jesus Christ and God the Father were not 
distinct persons, but two aspects or offices of one person. 



Arianism (4th Century)
Arius taught that Christ was a creature made by God. 
Arianism was solemnly condemned in 325 at the First Council of Nicaea, 
which defined the divinity of Christ, and in 381 at the First Council of 
Constantinople, which defined the divinity of the Holy Spirit. 

Pelagianism (5th Century)
Pelagius denied that we inherit original sin from Adam’s sin in the Garden 
and claimed that we become sinful only through the bad example of the 
sinful community into which we are born. Pelagius stated that man is born 
morally neutral and can achieve heaven under his own powers. According 
to him, God’s grace is not truly necessary, but merely makes easier an 
otherwise difficult task.



Nestorianism (5th Century)
This heresy about the person of Christ was initiated by Nestorius, bishop of 
Constantinople, who denied Mary the title of Theotokos (Greek: “God-
bearer” or, less literally, “Mother of God”). Nestorius claimed that she only 
bore Christ’s human nature in her womb, and proposed the alternative 
title Christotokos (“Christ-bearer” or “Mother of Christ”).

Monophysitism (5th Century)
Monophysitism originated as a reaction to Nestorianism. The 
Monophysites claiming that Christ was one person with only one nature (a 
fusion of human and divine elements). They are thus known as 
Monophysites because of their claim that Christ had only one nature 



Mary's divine motherhood
495 Called in the Gospels "the mother of Jesus," Mary is
acclaimed by Elizabeth, at the prompting of the Spirit and even
before the birth of her son, as "the mother of my Lord."[144] In fact,
the One whom she conceived as man by the Holy Spirit, who truly
became her Son according to the flesh, was none other than the
Father's eternal Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity. Hence
the Church confesses that Mary is truly "Mother of God"
(Theotokos).[145]

https://www.marian.org/mary/catechism.php
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487 What the Catholic faith believes about 
Mary is based on what it believes about 
Christ, and what it teaches about Mary 
illumines in turn its faith in Christ.

What we believe about Christ affects what 
we believe about Mary.



Mary comforts Eve

Eve’s “No” to God
Mary’s “Yes” to God

FIAT- “Let it be done”



489 Throughout the Old Covenant the mission of many holy women prepared for 
that of Mary. At the very beginning there was Eve; despite her disobedience, she 
receives the promise of a posterity that will be victorious over the evil one, as 
well as the promise that she will be the mother of all the living.[128] By virtue of 
this promise, Sarah conceives a son in spite of her old age.[129] Against all 
human expectation God chooses those who were considered powerless and 
weak to show forth his faithfulness to his promises: Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel; Deborah; Ruth; Judith and Esther; and many other women.[130] Mary 
"stands out among the poor and humble of the Lord, who confidently hope for 
and receive salvation from him. After a long period of waiting the times are 
fulfilled in her, the exalted Daughter of Sion, and the new plan of salvation is 
established."[131]
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507 At once virgin and mother, Mary 
is the symbol and the most perfect 
realization of the Church: "the 
Church indeed … by receiving the 
word of God in faith becomes 
herself a mother. By preaching and 
Baptism she brings forth sons, who 
are conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of God, to a new and immortal 
life. She herself is a virgin, who 
keeps in its entirety and purity the 
faith she pledged to her spouse."[170]

https://www.marian.org/mary/catechism.php


963 Since the Virgin Mary's role in 
the mystery of Christ and the Spirit 
has been treated, it is fitting now to 
consider her place in the mystery of 
the Church. "The Virgin Mary … is 
acknowledged and honored as 
being truly the Mother of God and of 
the redeemer … . She is 'clearly the 
mother of the members of Christ' … 
since she has by her charity joined 
in bringing about the birth of 
believers in the Church, who are 
members of its head."[502] "Mary, 
Mother of Christ, Mother of the 
Church."[503]
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491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary,
"full of grace" through God,[134] was redeemed from the moment of her conception.
That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX
proclaimed in 1854:
The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception,
by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the
merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all
stain of original sin.[135]
492 The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from
the first instant of her conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a
more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her Son."[136] The Father blessed
Mary more than any other created person "in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to
be holy and blameless before him in love."[137]

https://www.marian.org/mary/catechism.php
https://www.marian.org/mary/catechism.php
https://www.marian.org/mary/catechism.php
https://www.marian.org/mary/catechism.php

