
Catholicsm Classes 
Who is God, and why does he matter? 

Class 5 
  
Often people who reject God, reject a God that Christians do not believe. 
 

1. The Mystery of God 
a. Moses and the burning bush 
b. The name God gave to Moses was “I am who I am” or “To be”, “The One 

Who Is”. 
c. God is NOT a being among many but being itself 
d. Anselm “That in what nothing greater can be thought.” 
e. All our words and concepts fall short of who God is 
f. God is not one of the items in the world.  God is not the biggest thing 

around but is. 
g. God is the one whom I can never control 

2. Arguments for God’s existence 
a. Exodus 33 – God reveals his glory but cannot see God’s face 
b. God can be seen in this life but only indirectly, through his effects  
c. Thomas Aquinas – wrote 5 arguments for God’s existence 

i. One argument is from contingency 
ii. All of existence comes into being and goes out of being 
iii. Psalm 90 – the shortness of our lives, over like a sigh 
iv. All things in this world do not carry within themselves the reason for 

their existence. We have to point to something outside themselves 
v. If we are to avoid infinite regress, we must come to some 

necessary being whose nature it is to be. 
vi. This is what Christians mean by God 

d. Pope Benedict – As Ratzinger proposed an argument for God’s existence 
i. Existence is marked by intelligibility, it can all be known by the mind 
ii. There would be no science unless scientist believed that it is 

knowable, that you can learn something (it cannot be just random)  
iii. Some intelligence had to think the universe into being. 
iv. When we learn, we think again what is already been thought by the 

creator that thought it into being. 
v. The universe is not dumbly there but intelligently there 
vi. What we learn now was already known by the one who designed it 

e. Naming God 
i. One either grasps at God or hides from him, to control or run. 
ii. God is infinite and cannot be measured by our ideas. 
iii. We know do not know what God is but what God is not 
iv. Do not grasp at God – it is his radical transcendence 
v. Do not hide from God – one cannot be hidden from God, radical 

imminence of God 
vi. Psalm 139  



vii. God omnipotence – God is not the strongest being around but is 
presses upon all that he made with power 

viii. God omniscience – God is not the smartest but knows all things 
into being, knowing precedes all that is 

ix. God omnipresence – not that he is this force, but he stands under 
all finite reality and present in all of it. 

x. We should fall in love with God 
 


